CHAPTER  XI.

THE AREOPAGUS.
1578-1580.

PENTION has been made of " The
Lady of May,*' the masque
written by Philip Sidney for
the entertainment of Queen
Elizabeth when she visited his
uncle at Wanstead on May-day,
1578, and of his presence with
the Court at Audley End in the following July,
when a leading part in the compliments offered to
her Majesty and her attendants was taken by Gabriel
Harvey, the Cambridge scholar. Harvey, who was a
native of Saffron Walden, wrote and printed in Sep-
tember " Gratulationum Valdinensium Libri Qua-
tuor," in honour of this royal visit to Cambridgeshire
and its neighbourhood, and his book included a long
poem in praise of Sidney, addressed " ad nobilissi-
mum ktimanissimumguejuvenem Philippum Sidneium,
mihi multis nominibus longe carissimum" The poem
refers in extravagant terms to Sidney's literary ex-
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